What follows is a condensed version of the prelimirary and
introductory remarks given to the organiszational meeting of the
1974-75 adult instruction classes, They are important. Read,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest,

se classes we are not going to teach about the Episcopal Church (except incidentally.)
not even concernsd to explain the Christian religion. This is to go at it bacioards,
may be somewhers in the Metroplex somebody who is batting his brains out wondering,
is the Episcopal Church sll about?" But I doubt it. There may even be some pecple
really churned up wondering what Christianity is all about. But rot many. You see,
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It was this that prompted Jesus say, "Ah, Jerusalem, Jorusalem, how oft woul have
pﬂnﬂduvahudnnnhoutnunhnMtheWMubrw,wpmld
not,"

These classes are about the human problem. The Christisn religion is the answer. But you

do not explain the explanation. You first understand the problem, and then the explanation
either explains to your satisfaction, or it does not. But if one camnot accept the Christian
explanation he leaves the problem unsolved, for there has never been another solution offered.
The world and the human predicament either makes Christian sense or it makes nonsense.

Christ is the answer or there is no answer. Remember the old gag: "If you can remain calm
in the midst of all this confusion you just don't understand the situation,”

We shall be concerned to analyse the human problem and see how the Christian answer answers,
how the Christian solution really solves. Christian theclogy is not something a bunch of
bearded hermits thought up as & kind of intellectual parlor game, It was wrought out of
the blood and tears of real people, facing real problems, born out of anguish and terror
and despair, And it does answer the human predicament, That's why they called it Good

- News, It is still good news. To anyone who does not receive it as good nows -- well, he
Just doesn't understand the situation,



Purther notes on the introductory lecture Sunday 9-15-74

It should be noted that there are two kinds or levels of belief. They sre not generally
recognized becsuse the language does not have the words to distinguish them. The English
philosopher-theologian V. A, Demant suggests that we use "doctrine” and "dogma" to mark the
difference.

One kind of belief, which Demant calls "doctrine", you hold as the result of reason and
evidence. If someone disagrees with you sbout your doctrines, you say he is mistaken, and
will try to convince him,

The other kind of belisf is "not 20 much an aspect of the larcscape of reality as a window
through which you view the landscape of reality." They are your unconscious assumptions,
your dogmas. Everyone hss them, even if wo do not often consciously advert to them, If
gomeone disagrees with your dogmas you do not say he in mistaken, you say he is craay.

An example is the way most Americans reduce all human problems to paychological temms.
People are not wicked; they are sick in the head, If your crime is bloodthirsty enough you
are almost sure to get off with a judgment of insanity.

Child: Mother, why does water run down hill?

Mother: \Why, honey, it obeys the law of gravity.

Child: Mother, what's the law of gravity?

Mother: Well, ah, uh, it's the fact that water runs down hill,

Child: Yes, I know, mother, that's what I asked in the first pluce. Uhy does wster run
down hill?

Mother: Well, honey it just doea,

Whenever you come to the "well, honey, it just does" stopping place, you have run into a
dogma. Prior to Newton, any mother would have answered that question by saying, “Well
honey, God tells it to." And why does Uod tell water to &
Just does. Different dogmss. Both acts of faith — that is, maked assumptions about the
nature of reality. Beliefs that explain other beliefs and which themsslves seem to necd
no explanation because we are content that they should be,

Our dogmas our are "springs of action." They are the categories to which we reduce all
other problems. No society will tolerate the challenge to its dogmas, because they are the
necessary precondition to any peaceful resolution of other differences. This is why the
Middle Ages burned heretics. That we do not do so today is no compliment to cur tolerance;
it just means that we have decided that religious dogmas are not ultimate, We today do mot
persecute religious heretics; we persecute political heretics., We do not fight over
religion; we fight over politics, Our dognas are different,

Most Christians today find their religion is not fundamental in their lives precisely be-
cause their dogmas are not religious., We do mot solve problems by reducing them to
religious ultimates.

What we are going to be concerned with in these classes is Christian dogms -- those deep,
basic, asoumed attitudes toward reality which form the almost unconscious "springs of
action," which give shape and definition to our self concept and our notion of the world
and our place in it, our destiny, the meaning and purpose of life. The altormative
proposed in the 18th and 19th century have brought the world to the mess reflected in this
morning's paper. The human problem is at bottom a problem of dogmatics.



5t, Prancisfolk:
A quotation from St. John of the Cross: The Ascant of Mt. Carmel.

"Some souls cbtain senaible or spiritual sweetness nmcodbouunt.bv mimtphloor
sating the stronger and more solid food of the trials of the cross of His Son, He would
degire them to take the cross more than any ouher things."

"Any, person questioning God or desiring some vision or revelation would not only be &:}y
of foolish behavior but slso of offending Him, by not fixing his eyes entirely upon s
and by living with the deaire for mome other novelty.

"Ood could respord as followa: IT I have already told you all things in My Som, and if I
have no other word, whut answer or revelation can I now ke that would surpass this?
Fasten your eyos on Him alone, because in Him I have spoken and

you shall discover even more than you ask for and desire, You are making an appeal for
revelstions that are incomplete, but if you turn your oyva to Him ]
complate, For He is my estire locution and response, vision and revelation, which I have
slready spoken and revedled to you, by giving Him to you as & brother, companion, master,
rannom, and reward, Since that duy shen I sald, "This is my Beloved Sen in Whom I am
well pleased, mwar him", I have relinguished thesze methods of smawering and teaching;
hear Him because I have no more faith to revesl nor truths to

not. find anything to ask or deaire through revelations and visiona; bdhold Him wall, for
inm-mviummmth.cnuhucmdmwm,m-wno.
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Ve want God to lifg the burden from cur shoulders. He wants us %% grow strong to carry
You more,

LR L

The devil is far more likely to
for the $1.98 irsteqd of ¢ Oa.oo e
offering 18 $1.95, and the next day
realizing that our “take® is shrinking
them riches. The next day we're broke,

God on the cther hand nske us to forego the $1.98 toduy for the sake of the ¥2.00 tomorrow,
Tomorrow he says 1f we'll wait another day he'll give us 2,50, and then if we'll wait
sti11 more he'll make it $3.00,

The devil pays off feomptly. OCod's payment is deferred. But in the end Satan takes ‘dway
cur goodies and gives us pothing in return, mmwwm-umu&::ym
riches begyond our imagining, Thers is great merit (and revard) in believirg

The devil {s tricky; we never realize until the last minute that we've been had,

¥hen the devil shows his hand — &3 today, with the increase of witcheralt and svil dolngs,
Black Masses and such — it means that he has blown his cool and is histerical., His normal
way is to dispiise himself as an Angel of Light and offer us good things — even spiritual
rowards -- muuum»wbmtuduowmawmmmnnmmunm
God, If he can get us to attribute his works to Ood Himeelf, he is supremely delighted,
Hence all the persecution and prejudice in God's name, Watch him; he's sharp,
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tampt us with gocd than with evil, He wmta us to settle
could have by waiting 'til tomorrow. Tomorrow his
JB0. We are delighted with the cash in hand, never
One day we are clutching our penndes and galling



